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History of the Seventy- Five Years' Work 
of the American Peace Society. 

The Growth of International Arbitration and 
Peace. 

The American Peace Society held its first meeting 
and adopted its constitution in New York City on the 
8th of May, 1828, seventy-five years ago. It moved its 
headquarters to Hartford, Conn., in 1835, where it stopped 
until 1837. It then transferred its work to Boston, 
where it has remained ever since. 

The Society grew out of the movement which had be- 
gun as far back as 1809,* and had culminated in 1815 
in the organization of the first peace societies. The New 
York Peace Society, the first in the world, was organized 
in August, 1815; the Ohio Peace Society followed on 
the 2d of December; and the Massachusetts Society, 
founded by the venerable Dr. Worcester, in the study of 
Dr. Channing, on the 26th of December the same year. 
These societies were soon followed by others, and within 
a dozen years there were organizations in Pennsylvania, 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, Con- 
necticut, Georgia and North Carolina, in addition to the 
three States just mentioned. The whole Atlantic sea- 
board section of the country, then a large part of the 
nation, seemed moved throughout, as by a common im- 
pulse, with the conviction that the moment had come 
for a serious united effort to abolish war and to establish 
among the nations in its place a system of rational pacific 
adjustment of controversies. A similar movement in 
Great Britain originating about the same time ran par- 
allel with the American movement. 

This first great wave of peace effort, which grew 
rapidly and spread in every direction, continued un- 
abated for more than forty years, till the eve of the Civil 
War. It was an expression of the true spirit and aim 
of American principles and institutions. No proper ac- 
count of it has ever yet been given. When the history 
of the country shall finally be thoroughly and scientif- 
ically written, it will be found to have been one of the 
most profoundly significant and influential movements 
known to our annals. 

Back of the origin of the American Peace Society lay 
thirteen years of difficult pioneer work in the above-named 
States, led by David L. Dodge, Noah Worcester, William 
E. Channing, William Ladd, Josiah Quincy, Samuel J. 
May, Henry Holcombe and others, and soon participated 
in by men of prominence in every calling, — governors 
of states, mayors of cities, legislators, college presidents 
and professors, clergymen, lawyers, men of affairs. 

The founder of the American Peace Society — the man 
who saw most clearly the ripeness of the time and felt 
the necessity of bringing into cooperation all the scattered 
forces that had begun to work for the peace of the world, 
— was William Ladd. Mr. Ladd was a wealthy citizen 
of Maine, a graduate of Harvard University, a man who, 



*The first tract put forth in this country for the cause of peace was 
written in 1809 by David L. Dodge, a merchant of New York City, father 
of the present William E. Dodge. The title of the tract was " The Medi- 
ator's Kingdom not of this world." It was in Mr. Dodge's parlor that the 
New York Peace Society, the flrst in the world, was organized in August, 
1815, though the proposition to lorm one had been put forth by him in 
1812. David L. Dodge is therefore rightly entitled to be called " The 
Father of the Modern Peace Movement." 



because of his vision of spirit, his intellectual fertility, 
his self-sacrifice and almost unequaled labors, will one 
day be everywhere reckoned among the foremost of the 
creators of civilization. The first suggestion of a national 
peace society, a union of those already operating, was 
made by him in 1826, in the society at Minot, Me., 
which he had founded. 

Among the first members and promoters of the Ameri- 
can Peace Society were Dr. Worcester, Dr. Channing, 
Joshua P. Blanchard, Rev. Joseph Allen, Samuel J. 
May, Rev. Charles Lowell, Moses Brown of Providence, 
John Tappan of Boston, Lewis Tappan, Anson G. Phelps, 
David L. Dodge and Dr. John Griscom of New York, 
Alexander Henry of Philadelphia, Simon Greenleaf of 
Portland, Steven B. Cleavland of Cincinnati, Hon. Na- 
thaniel A. Haven of Portsmouth, N. H, Hon. John T. 
Gilman, Governor of New Hampshire, Dr. Edward 
Payson, Thomas S. Grimke of South Carolina, and many 
others whom time permits not to mention. In looking 
over the early lists of membership, one finds representa- 
tives of nearly all the family names noted in the early 
history of the country. As the Society's work went on 
it soon drew into active cooperation with it John G. 
Whittier, Charles Sumner, — who was won to the cause by 
the work of Josiah Quincy and William Ladd, — Judge 
William Jay,Elihu Burritt, Amasa Walker, Thomas C.TJp- 
ham, Francis Wayland, A. P. Peabody, Gerritt Smith, etc. 

The presideut at the first annual meeting of the Ameri- 
can Peace Society was Rev. John Codman of Dorches- 
ter, Mass. From 1831 to 1837 Hon. S. V. S. Wilder, an 
eminent merchant of New York, presided at the annual 
meetings. From 1838 to 1840 William Ladd was presi- 
dent; from 1841 to 1846 Samuel E. Coues of Ports- 
mouth, N. H. ; in 1 847 Anson G. Phelps of New York ; 
from 1848 to 1858, Hon. William Jay of New York; 
from 1859 to 1861, Dr. Francis Wayland; from 1861 to 
1872, Dr. Howard Malcolm; from 1873 to 1891, Hon. 
Edward S. Tobey ; and from 1891 to the present, — and 
we hope far into the future, — our distinguished, philan- 
thropic fellow-townsman, Hon. Robert Treat Paine. 

William Ladd was the first corresponding secretary of 
the Society, combining with this the position of editor 
and general agent. As he gave himself up to the work 
of general agent, the Society chose as corresponding sec- 
retaries up to 1837 Rev. Alexander G. Fraser, Rev. L. D. 
Dewey, Prof. J. T. Rostan, D. E. Wheeler, R. M. Chip- 
man, Prof. G. Bush and Rev. T. H. Gallaudet. In 1837 
Rev. Dr. George C. Beckwith, previously a Congrega- 
tional pastor and professor in the Cincinnati and the 
Andover Theological Seminaries, became general secre- 
tary of the Society. This position he filled with great 
ability until 1870, a period of thirty-three years. At his 
death he left the Society a generous legacy to enable it 
thereafter to have a salaried secretary giving his whole 
time to the cause. The secretaries since that time have 
been Rev. Amasa Lord, D.D., 1870 and 1871; Rev. 
James B. Miles, D.D., 1872 to 1875; Rev. Charles 
Howard Malcolm, D. D., 1876 to 1879; Rev. Howard C. 
Dunham, 1880 to 1884 ; Rev. Rowland B. Howard, 1884 
to 1891 ; and from 1892 the present incumbent. 

The journal of the Society was first called the Har- 
binger of Peace, edited and chiefly paid for by William 
Ladd. It had several offices of publication, depending 
somewhat on the location of the editor, though New 
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York was its principal habitat. After three years the 
name was changed to The Calumet, and the paper en- 
larged. After four years, in 1835, this was given up, 
and the Advocate of Peace, begun the previous year 
by William Watson at Hartford, Conn., under the aus- 
pices of the Connecticut Peace Society, was adopted as 
the organ of the Society. When Mr. Watson, one of 
the worthiest of the peace workers of the early days, died 
in 1837, the Society took over the Advocate of Peace 
and brought it to Boston, where it has been issued, on 
and around Beacon Hill, ever since. 

Article I. of the original constitution of the Society 
declared its object to be " to diffuse light respecting the 
evils of war and the best means of effecting its abolition." 
' This twofold aim has been its object ever since. In its 
efforts to diffuse light respecting the evils of war and the 
desirability and practicability of permanent peace among 
the nations, the Society, in addition to the issues of its 
journal, has published and distributed many millions of 
pages of books, pamphlets and leaflets, treating of every 
phase of the question ; has had from time to time agents 
at work in many parts of the country ; has had, especially 
in its earlier periods, numerous branch societies ; and has 
secured the delivery of many thousands of lectures, 
addresses and sermons in support of the cause, some- 
times as many as eight hundred lectures by the agents 
being given in a single year. It has done what was 
possible in times of crises to prevent war, has used its 
influence to try to make actual hostilities as brief as 
possible, and to induce such settlement after conflict as 
would make strife less likely afterward. 

Three years after its organization the Society offered 
a prize of fifty dollars for the best essay on a Congress 
of Nations. This was afterwards increased to five hun- 
dred dollars, and then to a thousand, by friends of the 
Society, and the result was finally in 1840 a book of 
seven hundred pages of " Prize Essays on a Congress of 
Nations," which left nothing to be said on the subject 
of a congress and high court of nations. Other prizes 
have been offered from time to time for essays on differ- 
ent phases of the question of peace and war, including 
one of five hundred dollars for the best review of the 
war with Mexico. 

The Society of Christian Morals in France, the first 
organization on the Continent of Europe to take up the 
advocacy of peace, was founded at the instigation of 
Hon. S. V. S. Wilder of New York, president of the 
American Peace Society in the thirties. 

The international peace congresses likewise originated 
with the Society. On the 26th of July, 1841, the propo- 
sition for such a congress was first made at a meeting in 
Boston of its most active members. The result was in 
1843 the great Congress in Exeter Hall, London, orpan- 
ized by the London Peace Society, which was attended 
by three hundred and thirty-seven delegates, thirty-seven 
of whom were from America. Out of this first gathering 
grew the congresses of 1848-1851, and the recent series, 
now so influential in Europe through their annual meet- 
ings and the work of the International Peace Bureau, 
which they have founded and maintain. 

In 1872 the secretary of the American Peace Society, 
Dr. James B. Miles, made an extended trip to Europe 
accompanied by Elihu Burritt, for the purpose of bring- 
ing about the organization of an association for the im- 



provement of international law. The result was the 
creation the next year of the Association for the Codifi- 
cation and Reform of International Law, whose first 
president was the distinguished David Dudley Field. 
This Association, now called the International Law As- 
sociation, has held twenty conferences, the last of which 
was presided over by Lord Alverstone, Chief Justice of 
Great Britain, and consists to-day of nearly four hundred 
members, among whom are a number of the most dis- 
tinguished jurists of the world. It is one of the fore- 
most of the agencies working for the unity and peace of 
the world. 

The American Peace Society has been the agency 
through which has been given us some of our peace 
literature of the highest quality and most lasting value. 
In 1838 its Executive Committee provided for a course 
of weekly lectures in Boston. One of the lectures of 
this course was Emerson's celebrated essay on war, 
found in his " Miscellanies," and another the second of 
Channing's famous discourses on war, as now found in 
his complete works. We should never have had Sum- 
ner's oration on " The True Grandeur of Nations," deliv- 
ered before the citizens of Boston, on July 4, 1845, 
while he was a director of the American Peace Society, 
but for the influence upon him of the founder of the So- 
ciety. His second oration on " The War System of the 
Commonwealth of Nations," delivered in 1849, a greater 
production than the other, was given at the invitation of 
the Peace Society at its annual meeting in Park Street 
Church. The noted works of Judge William Jay on 
Peace and on the Mexican War were written during the 
ten years that he was the president of the Society. 
During the years before the Civil War the annual meet- 
ing of the Society was one of the important yearly occa- 
sions in Boston, and at these meetings were delivered 
the great addresses by Josiah Quincy, A. P. Peabody, 
Judge Jay, Charles Sumner, Gerritt Smith, Samuel J. 
May, Amasa Walker, Thomas C. Upham, Elihu Burritt, 
Thomas S. Grimke and others, quotations from which 
have gone the rounds of the world. 

On the side of practical means for abolishing war the 
work of the Society has been no less earnest and con- 
tinuous. Long before any of the recent arbitration con- 
ferences were held or thought of, — conferences which 
have had the Society's active support and cooperation, — 
it plead for the adoption of this means of supplanting 
war, when arbitration had but few friends. The first 
circular issued by the Society seventy-five years ago this 
month said : " We hope to increase and promote the 
practice, already begun, of submitting national differences 
to amicable discussion and arbitration, and, finally, of set- 
tling all national controversies by an appeal to reason, as 
becomes rational creatures, and not by physical force, 
as is worthy only of brute beasts ; and that this shall be 
done by a congress of Christian nations, whose decrees 
shall be enforced by public opinion that rules the world." 
The Society early moved for governmental action in 
the way of providing substitutes for war, and has con- 
tinued this work to the present moment. In 1835 it 
brought before the General Court of Massachusetts a 
petition signed by several thousand citizens asking for 
the influence of the Legislature with Congress and with 
other States in behalf of a congress and court of nations. 
In 1837 it was again before the Legislature for the same 
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purpose. So also in 1838 and again in 1844. In 1838, 
in conjunction with its affiliated societies in different 
States, it brought before the Congress of the United 
States a petition of the same chaiacter. This was re- 
peated in 1839, in 1840, in 1841, in 1849, and in 1853, but 
no definite action could be secured from Congress in those 
years. All the petitions presented to the Massachusetts 
Legislature, which as a legislative body has led all others 
in the movement for international peace, were favorably 
received, studied by committees, and resolutions were 
recommended and adopted declaring that "some mode 
should be established for the amicable and final adjust- 
ment of all international disputes, instead of resort to 
war." The Legislature of Maine, through Mr. Ladd's 
influence, and later on those of Vermont, Rhode Island 
and two or three other States, voted similar resolutions. 

In 1851 the Society, through Robert C. Winthrop, 
presented a petition to the United States Senate, on 
which the Committee on Foreign Affairs were " unani- 
mous and cordial" in reporting "that, in the judgment 
of this body, it would be proper and desirable for the 
government of these United States, wherever practicable, 
to secure in its treaties with other nations a provision for 
referring to the decision of umpires all future misunder- 
standings that cannot be satisfactorily adjusted by ami- 
cable negotiation, in the first instance, before resort to 
hostilities shall be had." 

The Society continued actively all these lines of its 
work up to the opening of the Civil War. It plead with 
Congress and State Legislatures for a congress and court 
of nations, for stipulated arbitration ; it initiated and 
cooperated in the peace congresses ; it made every pos- 
sible effort in behalf of peaceable adjustment at the time 
of the Northeastern and the Oregon boundary disputes ; it 
threw the weight of its strong constituency against the 
wickedness and folly of the Mexican War; it sought 
through the addresses and the writings of some of the 
first minds of the nation to instruct the people in the 
principles of international justice, brotherhood and peace. 

Peace work was practically impossible during the 
period of the Civil War, with its great passions surging 
everywhere in the nation. The Society held its annual 
meetings and kept up its journal, but the work was neces- 
sarily largely of an academic character, and extremely 
limited. The Society having been founded solely for 
the purpose of trying to bring about the abolition of war 
between nations, and considering the relations of gov- 
ernments to their subjects to be beyond its province, as 
a Society it took no official position in regard to the war. 
The members differed greatly in their views upon the 
Rebellion. Some were in favor of letting the seceding 
States go, others favored coercion, and still others, radi- 
cal in their peace views, felt that while the storm of 
war raged nothing could be done except to remain quiet 
and to prepare for more vigorous work after the conflict 
was over. With this division of sentiment effective 
work was not possible, as indeed it would not have been 
in any event at the time. 

After the close of hostilities the threads of the former 
work were gradually gathered up. The great conflict 
had furnished innumerable texts on the inhumanity and 
barbarousness of war, which were freely used to uphold 
the soundness of the Society's principles and aims. 

In 1866 Congress was again approached by a deputation 



from the Society with a petition in behalf of stipulated 
arbitration and a congress and court of nations. But the 
questions arising out of the war so engrossed the atten- 
tion of the government and of Congress that no place 
was found for measures of peace. Throughout the nation 
also peace work could make little headway against the 
martial spirit bequeathed by the conflict. A sort of halo 
of consecration had been thrown around war, in the 
minds of the masses, by the misinterpretation of the 
great conflict, which had resulted in the abolition of 
slavery, as a beneficent creative agency rather than as 
the last horrible stage of the great iniquity which had so 
long imperiled the nation, and for which the whole 
nation had been responsible. The idea of peace went 
consequently into great discount, and not until within the 
last ten years, if yet, has the cause reached the position of 
strength and public support in this country which it had 
attained before the war. The peace movement has, in 
fact, for this reason and others, found its greatest leader- 
ship and development in recent years in Europe, as the 
mention of the names of Henry Richard, Frederic Passy, 
Hodgson Pratt, E. T. Moneta, the Baronness Von Sutt- 
ner, Fredrik Bajer, J. Novicow, John de Bloch and the 
Czar of Russia sufficiently demonstrates. This martial- 
izing of the minds and instincts of the people of the na- 
tion, from which we have in recent years been reaping 
the legitimate fruits, was probably the worst of the many 
evil legacies of the great war. 

The Society made such headway as it could against 
these adverse tides for the decade succeeding the war. 
It circulated literature to the full extent of its means. It 
established a western department. It sent out many 
agents and lecturers. It put its journal into places of 
influence. It sought to influence public men at Wash- 
ington and elsewhere to accept the substitutes for war 
which it proposed. 

The signing of the Treaty of Washington for the 
settlement of the critical Alabama dispute by arbitration 
in 1871, for the bringing about of which the Society 
had labored with all its power for several years, turned 
public sentiment back again to a favorable consideration 
of its aims. 'It organized in September of that year in 
Boston Music Hall a great jubilee meeting over the 
signing of the treaty, which it believed at the time was 
the beginning of perpetual peace between England and 
America. The great hall was crowded to its utmost 
capacity. Similar jubilee conventions to the number of 
forty were organized by the Society's secretary, Dr. 
Miles, and Elihu Burritt, in all the leading cities from 
Boston to Washington, and in these meetings many 
distinguished men took part. 

In the spring of 1872 the Society presented a new 
memorial to Congress in behalf of a permanent system 
of international arbitration, a high court of nations, which 
had been signed by some twelve thousand citizens. 
Based upon this memorial, Mr. Sumner reported from the 
Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs a series of strong 
resolutions advocating a permanent system of arbitration. 
That summer the Society sent its secretary, Dr. Miles, 
abroad on the mission already alluded to. Its anniver- 
sary meeting in Music Hall that year, when twice as many 
people as the hall would hold were turned away, was the 
biggest peace meeting ever held in America. In the 
great fire of that year the Society lost all the electrotype 
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plates of its books and pamphlets, a serious blow to its 
work for many years afterwards. 

In 1874 Congress was again memorialized, under the 
lead of the Society, by petitions from different parts of 
the country. The result was that on the 17th of June 
the House of Representatives unanimously adopted reso- 
lutions in favor of arbitration, and the Senate approved 
them, also with unanimity, on the 25th of the same month. 
These resolutions, those of Henry Richard, which were 
voted by a small majority in the House of Commons on 
July 8 of the previous year, 1873, and those passed by 
the Italian Chamber of Deputies, November 23, 1873, 
were the first approval ever accorded by national legis- 
latures to the method of arbitration for the settlement of 
international disputes. 

The work of the Society for the pasttwenty-five years, 
a period during which the peace movement has developed 
with great rapidity, is too near us to need more than the 
briefest summary. It has continued its work of educat- 
ing public sentiment through its periodicals, its general 
literature, public lectures and the use of the general 
press. It assisted in organizing in 1882 a two days' peace 
convention at Washington, over which its president, Hon. 
E. S. Tobey, presided. It brought before Congress in 
repeated petitions in the eighties the desirability of a 
conference of the states of this hemisphere in the inter- 
ests of peace and better trade relations. Following its 
memorials, ten bills were presented in Congress for such a 
conference of all the Americas, until finally the Pan- 
American Congress, which met in November, 1889, was 
authorized, — an event the preparations for which are in 
large measure justly to be credited to this Society. 

In 1887, when the deputation of thirteen eminent Eng- 
lishmen, bearing an arbitration memorial signed by three 
hundred and thirty-four members of Parliament, visited 
this country, the Society did all in its power to make 
their mission a success. It organized, as a reception for 
them, the great mass meeting held in Tremont Temple on 
the 12th of November, over which Mr. Tobey presided. 

The Society cooperated in the organization of the 
peace congress at Paris in 1889, sent a strong delegation 
to it, and has since taken an active part in the series of 
eleven congresses to which that led. The secretary of 
the Society has been annually chosen a member of the 
Commission of the International Peace Bureau since the 
second year of its existence. 

While the Pan-American Congress was in session in 
1889-90, the Society sent to it a communication earnestly 
urging the drafting of a treaty of arbitration between all 
the American States. During that season also the sec- 
retary, R. B. Howard, was sent to Washington to use 
influence for the success of the Sherman concurrent arbi- 
tration resolution, whose unanimous adoption by both 
Houses of Congress marked one of the most important 
stages in the progress of the international arbitration 
movement. 

In 1893 the president of the World's Congress Aux- 
iliary selected the secretary of the Society to organize 
and conduct the peace congress held during the World's 
Columbian Exposition at Chicago. In 1895, when Mr. 
Albert K. Smiley decided to begin what has proved the 
exceedingly valuable series of arbitration conferences 
at Lake Mohonk, the Society's officials were among |the 
first consulted, and they have annually, on Mr. Smiley's 



invitation, taken a prominent part in the conducting of 
the conferences. 

In 1895, also, the officials of the Society made in per- 
son on two occasions earnest representations to the 
State Department at Washington in behalf of a general 
treaty of arbitration between the United States and 
Great Britain. It has since been learned that the first 
steps were taken that year by Secretary Gresham in the 
negotiation of the treaty which just failed of ratification 
in the Senate in the spring of 1897. 

In 1898, when the Rescript of the Emperor of Russia 
aroused the world, the Society, knowing that this was 
not an accident, but the outcome of the movement which 
had been going on and gaining strength since the early 
years of the century, welcomed the proposals as the 
opening of a new era in civilization, and threw the whole 
force of its organization toward their realization. It 
kept a representative at The Hague during the Confer- 
ence of 1899. The result of this Conference, as every- 
body knows, was the organization of the permanent in- 
ternational court of arbitration, for which the Society had 
plead and labored from the earliest days of its existence. 

Exactly how great the Society's influence has been in 
the steady development of a better public sentiment, in 
the creation of the world tribunal and the consequent 
enlargement of the hope of final and permanent peace 
among the nations, no one can estimate. That it has 
been large is a modest claim to make. Especially fertile 
has the Society been in initiating movements for which 
the time was ripe. For many years before the war it 
was practically the sole organized agency in this country 
for the promotion of the ideals for which it has stood. 
Since the war it has seen the peace societies increase in 
number by scores, and develop into a great international 
organization, with its annual congresses and its perman- 
ent bureau at Berne. It has seen other agencies multi- 
ply on every hand — the International Law Association, 
the Interparliamentary Union, women's organizations, 
special conferences, special departments in associations, 
peace journals and a large peace literature. It has wel- 
comed all these agencies and cordially and generously co- 
operated with them. It has seen war greatly decline in 
frequency. It has seen the number of cases of contro- 
versy settled by arbitration, of which there had been but 
eight when it was organized, grow to more than two 
hundred. It has seen thirty-seven nations — all the im- 
portant powers — taking part in these settlements. It 
hat seen national legislatures, one after another, pronounc- 
ing in favor of this humane method of settlement. It 
has seen congress after congress of a greater or less 
number of the nations gathered to deliberate upon the 
important questions of common interest that have arisen. 
It has seen distinguished practical statesmen negotiating 
treaties of general arbitration between their governments. 
It has seen the insertion of arbitral clauses in treaties of 
commerce become a common practice. Finally, it has 
seen all the leading nations of the world unite in creating 
the permanent international tribunal of arbitration, and 
this august institution now coming into successful opera- 
tion. It has thus seen measurably realized one of the 
most important of the ideals for which it has so long 
labored. 

That the Society's work is not yet done is evident 
when it is remembered that during its existence there 
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has grown up, alongside the encouraging arbitration and 
peace development above outlined, the most complete, 
colossal and expensive system of militarism that the 
world has ever seen, with all the collateral evil effects 
attending it. But the very completeness of this system 
is rendering it increasingly intolerable, and is, the Society 
believes, the sign of its early collapse and destruction, 
if men and women of peace are everywhere faithful to 
their duty. It cannot long withstand the light and power 
of the innumerable forces which are working out the 
unity and harmony of the human race. 

It only remains, in concluding this sketch of three 
quarters of a century of peace work, to call attention to 
the steps which the Society has this year taken towards 
securing the creation of a stated congress of the nations 
of the world. Such an institution was one of the earli- 
est schemes advocated by the Society. As shown in 
detail in the memorial submitted to the Legislature of 
Massachusetts in January, the time seems ripe now, after 
so much has been accomplished to bring the nations 
together, for them to proceed to establish, as the com- 
plement and counterpart of the Hague Court, such a 
congress, to meet at stated periods, to examine the in- 
creasing number of problems concerning them all alike, 
and to recommend to the governments the wisest methods 
of dealing with them. It is impossible to overestimate 
the service in promoting the harmony and prosperity of 
the world which would be rendered by such regular 
gatherings of eminent men of all lands for these high ends. 

The proposition, as is well known, has received the 
unanimous approval of both Houses of the Massachusetts 
Legislature, and the cordial endorsement of Governor 
Bates. It has also met with practically universal endorse- 
ment wherever it has become known and understood. 
What reception will be given it by Congress next winter 
cannot now be definitely foreseen. There is reason to 
believe, however, that our government, which has taken 
such a leading part in the promotion of arbitration and 
general good understanding and just dealings among the 
nations, will not fail to see and grasp the momentous 
opportunity thus presented to it of doing a surpassing 
service for mankind, which some nation in the divine 
evolution of humanity will soon be chosen of God to 
perform. 



Emerson's Last Legs of War. 

Emerson said, sixty-five years ago : " War is on its 
last legs." If he were living this, his centennial year, 
he would probably use the word in the singular. War 
seemed to this great seer very incongruous and ludicrous 
for rational beings at the modern stage of human develop- 
ment. He allowed it a place in the scheme of self-help 
in the past, when men were savages and stupids ; but in 
his time he declared that it " began to look to all sane 
men like an epidemic insanity, breaking out here and 
there like the cholera or influenza, infecting men's brains 
instead of their bowels." Nothing could be more with- 
ering than this characterization, unless it be his other 
statements that "it is the delight of half the world, of 
almost all young and ignorant persons," and that " sym- 
pathy with war is a juvenile and temporary state." 
What a brood of juveniles and ignoramuses he must 



have felt a lot of millions of people to be ! But he be- 
lieved that " the general tide in the human soul " was 
rising, which must soon put an end to this barbarous in- 
sanity. It would be well if this year all lovers of Emer- 
son — and that means all people who have brains and 
hearts — would read over again carefully his address on 
"War" (in the "Miscellanies"), and especially that 
portion of it in which he pictures men at the stage of 
true human development refusing to have anything what- 
ever to do with war, but giving themselves up to the 
principles and practice of peace like heroes, at any cost 
whatever, with " private, dear and earnest love." — 

B. F. T. in the May Lend a Hand. 

1 « ♦ » 

Pamphlets Received. 

Ground Rent. Address of C. B. Fillebrown at the Banquet of the 
Massachusetts Single Tax League, Boston, April 13, 1903. Boston: The 
Massachusetts Single Tax League. 

Twenty-fourth Report of the Wisbech (England) Local Peace Asso- 
ciation. 

Addresses at the Mass Meetings of Protest against the Suppres- 
sion of Truth about the Philippines, Faneuil Hall, Boston, March 19. 

To Lincoln's Plain People; Facts Regarding Benevolent Assimila- 
tion in the Philippine Islands. Published by City and State, Philadelphia. 

Report of the Annual Meeting and Year's Work of the Liverpool 
(England) Peace Society. 

Form of Bequest. 

I hereby give and bequeath to the American Peace 
Society, Boston, a corporation established under the laws 

of the State of Massachusetts, the sum of dollars, 

to be employed by the Directors of said Society for the 
promotion of the cause of peace. 

"WAR AND PEACE." 

A moral study on " Wak and Peace" as taught in the Old 
and New Testaments, with the different interpretations of Bib- 
lical Texts by the Roman Catholic and Protestant Churches, 
and the real difference in the Old and New Testaments in 
regard to making war. 102 pages. 

By O. KELLERMANN. 

In French, German and English. Translated from the 
original French by Chase Roys, LL.B. 

Price, 25 Cents, Prepaid. 

Address rUAgC ROVQ 631 F STREET. 

==onnori r\\j i o, Washington, d. c. 

THE "WHI1VL" 

Ernest Crosby (author of "Captain Jinks, Hero") 

and Benedict Prieth, Editors. 

The " WHIM " is an "artistic monthly magazinelet 

which handles War and Militarism without gloves. 

Price, 5 cents per copy; by the year, 50 cents. 

THE "WHIM," box 288 Newark, N.J. 

MANAGER WANTED. 

We desire to employ a trustworthy lady or gentleman to 
manage our business in this County and adjoining territory. 
Our house is well and favorably known. 

$20.00 Straight Cash Salary and all Expenses paid 
each week by Check direct from Headquarters. 

Expense money advanced; previous experience unnecessary; 
position permanent. Address, Thomas J. Cooper, Manager, 
1040 Caxton Building, Chicago, 111. 



